Crash Course on Driving in Florida

If you’re worried about driving in Florida, then I’d say don’t be.  I’ve driven in lots of foreign countries over the years and I can honestly say that I find the easiest place abroad to drive is in the USA

· Drive on the right!

· All hire cars are automatics

· Give way to pedestrians, especially at right turns and along supermarket fronts

· In Florida, after stopping, you can turn right when your lights are on red (unless there's a sign to the contrary), but give way to those whose lights are on green at the junction and also to any pedestrians on the road you're turning on to

· When making a left turn at a large intersection, follow the dotted lines round as they show you the lane discipline

· If you have your wipers on, then your headlights must also be on

· Do not gesture to or flash people to do anything.  It's against the law in Florida

· Speed limits change all the time. Keep an eye out for them.  There is a much greater police presence anywhere you go compared to the UK these days and they will stop you if you're over the speed limit and perhaps give you a speeding ticket if they feel like it.  Speeding fines are doubled at road works when workers are present

· Overtake in any lane on a multi-lane highway and be prepared to be passed by traffic in any lane

· A STOP sign means stop! In theory your wheels must stop moving before you set off again.  At a 3-way or 4-way stop, take note of the order in which people arrived at the junction and that's the order in which they proceed across the junction

· Ambers at lights are long and reflect the speed limit. You may get across!

· As a foreigner you'll need to prepay for fuel. Go to the cash desk first and ask for a pre-approval for so many dollars. Your vehicle is almost certain to run on unleaded fuel even if it would be diesel at home. Pump colours can be confusing. Unleaded pumps may be green or black! Unleaded is the one with several grades at different prices and it’s called gas in the US. If you ask for a pre-approval for more than your tank will take, you'll only be charged for what you take. $25 to $30 of fuel is probably the most you'll be able to get into your tank as fuel is around 38% of the UK price.  Bear in mind that US gallons are smaller than our imperial gallons (4.5 litres = 1 imperial gallon in the UK / 3.8 litres in the US)

· Drivers are generally extremely courteous and very forgiving when you want to change lanes, although we have noticed a steady growth in traffic in recent years with driving habits to match, e.g. pushing into moving queues at lights

· One recent hire car we used had an electronic handbrake rather than the old-type foot pedal.  Apply it when you park up.  It should disengage automatically when you want to move on and when you move the gear shift away from the 'Park' position.  A manual foot pedal ‘handbrake’ will not disengage automatically. You need to depress it and you will have to manually select ‘Drive’ or ‘Reverse’

· Drinking and driving are frowned on in the US even more than in the UK and no open alcohol containers are allowed anywhere inside the passenger cabin

· Take your car hire papers with you when you use the car.  It's a legal requirement

· You can now take part in the Florida SunPass/EZPass trial.  You register your trip dates online before you go at https://visitortollpass.com and then pick up a pass at Orlando Airport (only Orlando Airport does it at present) from one of the many booths in ‘Arrivals’ when you land.  You then hang it on the rear-view mirror when you collect your hire car and you can then drive through the SunPass/EZPass lanes on the toll roads instead of having to stop and pay cash.  At the end of your stay you deposit it in one of the collection boxes at the airport and they then bill your credit card a few days later at a discounted rate.  Don’t let the idea of paying tolls put you off a longer journey.  We recently went on a toll road from Palm Beach to Orlando and the charge for the whole stretch was very reasonable.  This was useful considering the time it saved us as toll roads generally have higher speed limits and lighter traffic flows than normal roads

· The I-4 freeway near the villa is generally a good road to get to Disney/Universal etc quickly but during rush hours it can become a car park just like the motorways at home!  That said, guests are usually travelling early or late in the day to and from the parks so will usually avoid the problem.  If you’re heading for the main parks on a morning and the I-4 is busy towards Orlando when you approach it at ChampionsGate, carry on straight along on the XXX.  You can then turn left on to Old Lake Wilson Road North and join US 192 towards the Disney complex or you can join the I-4 along from there and get to Universal that way.

· Beware of taking out 'breakdown insurance' at the car hire desk.  I agreed to it once and then saw that our hire car had only 500 miles on the clock.  Over many years we've only ever broken down once in a hire car and that was an old vehicle we hired on Majorca nearly 40 years ago!


Enjoy!
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